
43

Tracevièiûtë R. (2005) „Musulmonai þada melstis Seime“, Lietuvos þinios, 2005 08 22,
Nr. 193 (11 227).

Trinkûnaitë S. (2005) „Èigonø lûðnos Kirtimuose iðnyks dar negreitai“, Lietuvos rytas/Sos-
tinë, 2005 11 03, Nr. 213 (2546).

Ulevièius L. (2005) „Internetas – naujosios liumpenø revoliucijos laukas!“, OMNI,
2005 04 27.

Vakarytë S. (2004) „Þydai pykstasi dël bûsimo turto“, Respublika, 2004 08 04,
Nr. 178 (4326).

Vaièiulytë R. (2005) „Likæ objektai Lietuvoje, á kuriuos pretenduoja þydai“, Respublika,
2005 03 19, Nr. 64 (4516).

Vaièiulytë R. (2005) „Ðiauliuose þydai nori ir to, ko neturëjo“, Respublika, 2005 03 19,
Nr. 64 (4516).

Vaiseta T. (2005) „Þydø sàraðe – vël nauji objektai“, Respublika, 2005 03 08, Nr. 55
(4507).

Vaièiulytë R. (2006) „Þydai pykstasi dël gràþintino turto“, Respublika, 2006 01 05,
Nr. 2 (4757).

„Vilniaus totoriai negaus ið savivaldybës sklypo Antakalnyje meèetës statybai“ (2005),
DELFI, 2005 08 23.

„Vilniaus totoriø netenkina pasiûlymai dël meèetës“ (2005), Lietuvos rytas, 2005 08 24,
Nr. 195 (4459).

Vinevièiûtë E. (2004) „Dovana rusakalbiø mokyklai – A. Puðkino vardas“, Lietuvos rytas,
2004 07 13, Nr. 159 (4307).

Zimblienë D. (2006) „Á darbo rinkà bus mestas èigonø desantas“, Lietuvos rytas, 2006 03 29,
Nr. 72 (4639).

„Þydø rietenos virsta gàsdinimais rusø tankais“ (2004), Respublika, 2006 04 31,
Nr. 201 (4349).

„Þydø turto sàraðà teks tikrinti“ (2005), Lietuvos rytas, 2005 03 09, Nr. 56 (4320).
„67 proc. DELFI skaitytojø nepritaria meèetës statymo Vilniuje planams“ (2005), DELFI,

2005 08 17.

Ethnic Topics and Intolerance in Lithuanian Media:
Analysis of Daily Newspapers

Vida Beresnevièiûtë, Monika Frëjutë-Rakauskienë
INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH

S U M M A R Y .  This article focuses on an analysis of the representation of ethnic minorities, refugees,
immigrants, and other groups, as well as other ethnic topics, in the Lithuanian press. It aims to
disclose the dominant characteristics ascribed to these groups. The analysis is based on a classification
of the manifestations of ethnic intolerance in the mass media, which ranges from open, aggressive
and recognisable forms to subtile, implicitly rendered forms of intolerance. The article presents the
general results of monitoring carried out by the Centre of Ethnic Studies of ethnic topics in the
Lithuanian press. It includes examples of ethnic intolerance and xenophobia in the Lithuanian press.
The analysis is based on data from 2005.

The results of the analysis demonstrate a significantly growing amount of information on ethnic
issues, but the content of the information is exclusively negative. The ethnic or religious groups
mentioned most often in the Lithuanian press occur in the following sequence according to fre-

ETNINË TEMATIKA IR NEPAKANTUMAS LIETUVOS ÞINIASKLAIDOJE: DIENRAÐÈIØ ANALIZË
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quency: Russians, Jews, Roma, Muslims, and immigrants. These groups are ascribed strongly nega-
tive characteristics, while little attention is paid to their real problems. The information also remains
one-sided, without including the opinion of minorities or allowing them to participate in a dialogue.
Each group is related to a specific topic in the press: in the case of Russians, political issues domi-
nate; in the case of Jews, the issues are centred around the restitution of real estate; in the case of
Roma, the focus is on criminal news (especially drug dealing) and an exhaustive description of eve-
ryday life and living conditions; and in the case of Muslims and immigrants, the spotlight is on
ascribed cultural characteristics. In most cases, ethnic intolerance is constructed through relatively
„weaker“ forms of ethnic intolerance in the press (e.g. creating a negative image of the ethnic group
while using a certain „tone“ in a text or mentioning an ethnic or religious group within a humiliating
context, etc.) and is closely related to the strengthening of negative attitudes among the public and
tendencies of ethnic intolerance towards certain ethnic groups.

The Lithuanian press tends to repeat the opinions dominating in the European media, which
emphasise cultural differences rather than the social problems that are faced by groups such as refu-
gees, immigrants, or Chechens. While confronting new immigrant groups, the Lithuanian press
emphasises threatening aspects by focusing on conflict in refugee reception centres, illegal activities,
etc. and in that way inciting xenophobic attitudes. This discourse has been stable during the past
several years; the discrimination faced by non-Lithuanians and immigrants, facilitation of their inte-
gration, and reasons for asylum seeking are still rare topics of discussion. Comparative studies of the
European Union member states confirm that once established the negative discourse regarding mi-
grants or ethnic minority groups tends to dominate. It also becomes a „fixed“ menu in which the
description of an event occurs in an iterative sequence of statements, actions and conclusions. Small
communities, however, have limited opportunities to influence the informational background and
context.

It is worth noticing that increased attention to different ethnic groups in the Lithuanian press
corresponds to the data of public opinion polls that indicate stronger negative attitudes towards cer-
tain ethnic groups. According to the results of the polls, the ethnic intolerance towards the Roma is
the highest. The intolerance of Lithuanian people towards Muslims and immigrant groups is also
increasing together with growing attention in the media. The assumption that information about
ethnic groups in the media may constitute a significant factor in the changes in public opinion
should therefore not be rejected.
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Ethnic Intolerance in the Lithuanian Internet Media:
Comments on the Internet

Lina Auðkalnienë
VYTAUTAS MAGNUS UNIVERSITY

S U M M A R Y .  In a democratic society, freedom of speech and freedom of the press are directly asso-
ciated with social responsibility, social integration, and tolerance. Still, cases of discrimination or
ethnic intolerance in the media and questions of preventing racism, xenophobia, and other forms of
ethnic intolerance are of extreme importance for the society’s discussions. National and international
laws and professional regulations define media practices. The case of internet media and especially the
case of comments on news portals give a possibility to take a new look at public discourse. In this
case, interactive, free internet media is a specific, intolerance-sensitive space. The subject of this re-
search is the phenomenon of ethnic intolerance. It is still a sensitive theme in society. Only recently
have cases of intolerance in the comments sections of news portals gained more attention in society
and the media. This case study of comments in the internet media turns our attention to the spread-
ing of overt ethnic intolerance in the media.
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How do Lithuanians Comment Articles on Ethnic Topics?
Insights from Internet Comments

Gunnar Madsen
UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN, DENMARK

S U M M A R Y .  While analysing the comments on internet portals, the author aims at disclosing an
invisible public discourse. Along with politics and basketball, ethnic topics are distinct in attract-
ing the attention of commentators. This article is based on a detailed analysis of the comments
about ethnic topics on the internet news portal DELFI in March 2005. Even though the specific
content of the articles about ethnic topics changed over time, in the period of just one month the
same categories and stereotypes could be recognised in the discussions of the commentators. The
paper is based on the assumption that an author of a comment translates and reproduces ideas that
exist in the social environment. While providing an analysis of the comments on the articles re-
lated to Jews and Roma and issues connected with the relations between Russia and Lithuania, the
author of the paper maintains that there are few ideas related to ethnic topics. The latter disclose
old stereotypes in the comments and provide no reference to social engagement. The second part
of the article presents recommendational guidelines concerning the prevention of ethnic intolerance
on the internet in Lithuania.
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Pabrëþtina, kad Lietuvoje periodiðkai pasitaiko rasistinio pobûdþio nusi-
kaltimø, kurie pagal pobûdá skirstytini á keturias kategorijas: smurtiniai nusi-
kaltimai, iðpuoliai þiniasklaidoje, vieðos demonstracijos ir vandalizmo aktai.
Panaðiems nusikaltimams daþniausiai bûdingas antisemitizmo atspalvis, pasi-
reiðkiantis tiek ávairiø ekstremistiniø veikëjø ar organizacijø propagandinëmis
akcijomis, tiek þydams svarbiø vietø (kapiniø ar holokausto memorialø) ið-
niekinimu. Rasistinio pobûdþio smurtiniø nusikaltimø pagrindiniu objektu tam-
pa á Lietuvà atvykæ kitø tautybiø ir rasiø uþsienio valstybiø pilieèiai.

Kita vertus, ðiuo metu greièiausiai nevertëtø suabsoliutinti deðiniojo eks-
tremizmo vaidmens Lietuvos visuomeniniame gyvenime. Neabejotina, kad eks-
tremizmas egzistuoja valstybëje kaip reiðkinys, taèiau dël pernelyg menko mas-
to jis ið esmës lieka nepastebëtas didesnës visuomenës dalies. Dauguma ðiame
straipsnyje aptartø faktø nëra plaèiau nuðviesti nacionalinëje þiniasklaidoje, to-
dël faktiðkai þinomi tik siauram, specialiai ðia sritimi besidominèiø þmoniø
ratui. Neatmestina prielaida, kad dël panaðios informacijos stokos Lietuvos vi-
suomenëje vyrauja atsainaus poþiûrio á deðinájá ekstremizmà tendencija.

Right-wing Extremism in Lithuania

Giedrius Kiaulakis
THE HOUSE OF MEMORY, STUDIES AND COMMEMORATION OF THE HOLOCAUST AND JEWISH

HERITAGE IN LITHUANIA

S U M M A R Y .  The article focuses on the manifestations of right-wing extremism in Lithuania over
the past several years. Information for this paper was collected from currently valid legislation of
Lithuania, newspapers and leaflets disseminated by individuals and organisations that promote ideas
of extremism, the independent mass media, information agencies, and the internet and during pub-
lic events. The first part of the article discloses the beginnings of extremist organisations, the pecu-
liarities of their structures and strategies, and the content of their ideological attitudes. A thorough
analysis of the information enables the author to identify similarities in the activities of Lithuanian
political parties that have a legal status and of informal groups. These organisations are therefore
identified as the main research objects. The second part of the article deals with the role of the rep-
resentatives of right-wing extremists in crimes bearing a racist nature. The latter are analysed on the
basis of the following classification: racist violence, hate speech in the media, public demonstrations,
and acts of vandalism. The analysis also identifies the most vulnerable groups in terms of the differ-
ent kinds of racist violence. It also discusses the motives for the aforementioned crimes and the legal
responsibility applied to offenders. One of the main focuses of the research is the dissemination of
racist propaganda in the Lithuanian media. This analysis of the phenomena of right-wing extremism
in Lithuania points out that anti-Semitism is one of the main objects related to racist crimes and is
one of the main aspects of the activities of extremist organisations. The article concludes that although
right-wing extremism is not very influential in Lithuania, one can find signs of its manifestation
both in politics and everyday life. Right-wing extremism most often manifests itself in anti-Semitic
campaigns and xenophobic rhetoric against foreigners.



119

Challenges for Roma Education

Tadas Leonèikas
INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH

S U M M A R Y .  This article by and large relies on a 2004 study about Roma in the public educational
system in Lithuania that was initiated by the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenopho-
bia (EUMC). The paper also presents data on Roma age structure and considers the problems iden-
tified by recent non-governmental initiatives. The marginalised social situation of Roma in Lithua-
nia, which is a factor that complicates their inclusion into the educational system, has not really
improved since 2004.

The article focuses on various aspects related to Roma education such as educational attainment,
illiteracy, and knowledge of the Lithuanian language and introduces a range of data on Roma pupils.
Through analysis of educational policy context and policy practices, challenges to Roma education are
identified. A review of good practices is used to complement the picture of Roma-oriented educa-
tional initiatives. Problems of low attendance and dropping out are related to the fact that many
Roma children start school at an older age than other children. Although high drop-out rates amongst
Roma are commonly considered to be one of the main problems in the Roma educational process,
the timely inclusion of new school entrants into the school system should be strongly emphasised as
a critical step to help break the vicious circle. There is a certain degree of disproportional concentra-
tion of Roma pupils in special schools because they provide better social assistance. At the same time
social assistance needs of the Roma are not being met by the general education system. Pre-school
education and systematic assistance from social workers and special educators proved to be a success-
ful policy leading to improved school attendance and better performance. There are grounds to be-
lieve that acknowledging and working with the specific social and educational needs of the Roma will
strengthen their position in mainstream education. The way to avoid a discriminatory effect and
segregation is an emphasis on individual needs assessment rather than on treating the Roma as a
group. The challenge for the education system is to provide training and support to those teachers
who take on extra work with such pupils. The public educational system has so far made little effort
to benefit from the experience of non-governmental actors or the experience of other public institu-
tions that work with the Roma. Systematic and continuous change can only be achieved with a clear
governmental perspective on Roma educational issues.
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Common Values and Social Cohesion
in Ethnically Divided Societies

Pål Kolstø
UNIVERSITY OF OSLO, NORWAY

Guri Tyldum
FAFO INSTITUTE FOR APPLIED INTERNATIONAL STUDIES, NORWAY

A B S T R A C T .  This paper raises the question, „What keeps human collectivities from disintegrating
in ethnically divided societies?“ By providing a review of the main western sociological theories that
investigate the role ascribed to values in multiethnic societies in particular, the authors provide an
overview of value-based nation-building in Russia. Data from the empirical investigation of value
cohesion and common identity in Russia’s six regions tests President Putin’s nation-building pro-
gram and attitudes towards a common state and common nationhood. The study tends to confirm
the existence of a common pool of „Rossiiskie“ values.

K e y  w o r d s :  VALUES, COHESION, IDENTITY, ETHNICALLY DIVIDED SOCIETIES, RUSSIA.

Much social science literature is based on the implicit assumption that a broad
agreement of values in the population is a prerequisite for social cohesion and
for the development of a unified national identity. Taras Kuzio, for one, as-
serts that „a cohesive society cannot be constructed without a minimum body
of common values, encoded in legislation and constitution. These values can-
not be wholly morally neutral as they inevitably endorse one type of behav-
iour and set of values.“ (Kuzio 2001: 147). In a book published in 2000, one
of the authors of this article expressed similar thoughts himself. On the dust
cover of Political Construction Sites. Nation-building in Russia and the Post-
Soviet States, Pål Kolst¸ maintained that

In order to survive in the long run, modern states normally must have a popu-
lation that possesses some sense of unity. Its citizens must adhere to some
common values and common allegiance toward the same state institutions and
symbols. This does not mean that all inhabitants must necessarily share the same
culture, but they should at least regard themselves as members of the same
nation. (Kolst¸ 2000)

However, later on some of the presuppositions raised doubts, in particu-
lar: is it really the case that all or most citizens of a state must adhere to
some common values in order to secure the state’s survival? And if that is
really the case, why is it so? Which common values are we then talking about?


